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"And they cried, ‘The Sword of the 


Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7 20 
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|. Daniel's Vow: "But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine 


which he. drank"’ — Daniel !:8. 


Il. Jacob's Vow: "Of all that thou shalt give me | will surely give the 


tenth unto thee" — Genesis 28:22. 


lll. David's Vow: (a) “Therefore will | call upon him as long as | live." 
(b) ‘I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy: ways. | 
will delight myself in thy statutes; | will not forget thy word'’ — Psalm 


119:15, 16. 


IV. Paul's Vow: | ‘Lam made all things to all men, that | might by ali 


means save some’ — | Cor. 9:22. 


V. The prodigal son's vow: 
Luke 15:18. 


All the great men of the Bible 
made good resolutions, vows, prom- 
ises to God, resolutions, mentioned 
throughout the Bible. reople ought 
to make vows to God. 


New Year’s resolutions are in 
disrepute in many quarters. That is 
partly because such resolutions are 
often very frivolous, and are not 
the high resolves of earnest souls, 
set out, by God’s grace, to do bet- 
ter in the new-year than they did 
in the past one. Then some Chris- 
tians are afraid that people witli de- 
pend on reformation or turning 


over a new leaf, instead of coming 


to Christ for salvation and trust- 
ing in His blood poured out to 
pay the debt for sinners. But there 
is no good reason why earnest peo- 
ple everywhere ought not to sol- 
emnly make vows to God, and 
promises to themselves, to earnest- 
ly try, with God’s help, to do cer- 
tain things. 

Perhaps you have made New 
Year’s resolutions before and brok- 
en them. Well, if you honestly- 


- tried you did better than if you had 


net tried. And people who do not 
try, who make no vows, make no 
pledges, take no obligations, cer- 
tainly do not live good lives and 
never grow in grace. 


When you married, you made a 


e 


solemn resolution and expressed it 
publicly, to love and cherish your 


| will arise and go to my father.’ — 


companion until de did you 
two part. No honest man ever 
rented a house without a solemn 
vow .or resolution to pay the rent. 
The same kind of resolution was 
implied when you accepted tele- 
phone service, or water, or lights, 
or gas services. Anyone who ever 
contessed his mistakes and sins to 
God, if he were honest, resolved not 
to commit the same sins and mis- 
takes again. A ‘little thought shows 
that honest people who want to do 
right must make resolutions. And 
if you make these resolutions in 
the fear of God and depending up- 
on Him for help, having been led 


by the Holy Spirit to know your 


duty, then you may confidently ex- 
pect grace sufficient to keep your 
resolution. 


1943, a new year, is already be- 
gun. But it is not too late for us to 
use this holy occasion to make sol- 
emn vows to God. 


When you read the lives-of great 
men of God you find that almost 
all of them made solemn resolu- 
tions and endeavored to live up to 
them. Will you do the same? 


|. Daniel Vowed That He Would 
Not Defile Himself 


Young Christian men now in the 
armed torces of our country write 
me that they are shocked by the 


If 
What 


When the great, busy plants of our cities 
Shall have turned out their last finiski§d work; 
When our merchants have sold their last order, 
And dismissed every last tired clerk; 
" When our banks have raked in their last dollar, 
And have paid out their last dividend; 
When the Judge of the eartir wants a 
And asks for a balance — WHAT THEN? 


When the choir has sung its last anthem, 
And the preacher has voiced his last pray’r; 
When the people have heard their last sermon, 
And the sound has died out on the air. 
When the Bible.lies closed on the altar 
And the pews are all empty of men; 
When each one stands facing his record — 
And the great book is opened — WHAT THEN ? 


- When the actors have played their last drama, 
. And the mimic has made his last fun, 
~~ When the movie has flashed its last picture, 
And the billboard displayed its last run; 
When the crowds seeking pleasure have vanished, 


And we stand up before 


~ “When the bugle's call sinks into silence, 
And the long marching columns stand still, 
captain repeats 


Then? 


earing, 


— WHAT THEN? . 


his last orders, 


Good Resolutions by Bible Characters 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


gambling, the lewd talk, the drink- 
ing, the godlessness of their com- 
panions in the Army or Navy or 
the Marine Corps. A letter today 
from a young soldier says that 
among 400 men he has not yet 
found one earnest Christian com- 
panion. Often such young men 
write, “It is hard to live a Chris- 
tian life in the Army.” But the 
boy Daniel was carried away ‘cap- 
tive into Babylon when he was 
probably of only high-school age. 
There Daniel was surrounded by 
idolatry in a heathen country with 
only three companions that knew 
the Lord. The strict ceremonial law 
by which he lived was utterly un- 
known to his Babylonian friends 
who worshipped idols, practiced 
heathen magic, and were accus- 
tomed to drunkenness and all kinds 
of license. Added to this, Daniel 
had special temptations because 
the king provided wine and cere- 
monially unclean food from his 
own table every day for Daniel and 
his companions. Daniel might have 
written a letter back to any rela- 
tives who still lived in Jerusalem 
and have said, “It is certainly hard 
to live a godly.life in wicked Baby- 
lon, among heathen companions, 


‘surrounded with -every temptation, 


and. with only three friends who 
know the Lord.” But Daniel made 
a holy resolution and kept it. In 
Daniel 1:8 we are told that “Daniel 
purposed in his heart that he would 
not defile himself with the portion 
of the king’s meat, nor with the 
wine which he drank.” Daniel 


would not defile himself! That was 


his holy resolution and he kept it 
for more than 70 years. The purity 
of his life, the transparent nobility 
and righteousness of his character, 
lifted him to eminence in the reign 
of one emperor after another; Neb- 
uchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius 
and Cyrus. Oh, if young men today, 
and young women, would only 
make this holy vow that Daniel 
made, a vow of purity, a vow of 
(Continued on page two) 


Young Minister 


Joins Sword Staft 


We are glad to announce the 
coming of Rev. John L. Bray from 
Jacksonville, Florida, to Wheaton, 
Illinois, to become a~- member of 
The Sword of the Lora staff. Broth- 
er Bray is an or- 
dained Baptist : 
preacher, and al- 
though he is only : 


21 years old, has + 
been associate 


pastor of Faith <3 .2 
Temple, Jack- - %e6 
sonville, Florida, -— 
pastor of the gw 
Naval Baptist 
Church, and has. 
been editor of 
The Answer, a 
weekly Christian 
Magazine. 

While Brother Bray will regu- 
larly help us in The Sword of the 
Lord office, he will be available for 


JOHN L. BRAY 


}special services wherever needed. 


He is a fervent speaker with God’s 
blessing upon him, he is sound in 
the faith and has a genuine desire 
to win souls. We believe he will 
prove a very popular supply for 


pastors and speaker for special: 
evangelistic occasions throughout}: 


“THE WILL 


OF GOD” 


By REv. CHARLES E. FULLER 


(Sermon preached Sunday, —? 


cember 27, 1942, on the Old Fash 
ioned Revival Hour. Mechanically 
recorded for The Sword of the 
Lord.) 


This is one of a series of mes- 
Sages on the book of Romans. We 
are now in the first chapter. We 
will begin tonight at the 8th verse. 
But just a few moments by the 
way of review. I want to thank you 
first of all for your many letters 
of appreciation for this series of 
messages that have already been 
given on Romans. We are having a 
good time in the Lord, aren’t we? 
And best of all, many precious 
souls are being saved. I wish I had 
time to tell you what happened at 
the close of the broadcast last Sun- 
day here in the radio studio in Hol- 
lywood, about the outstanding con- 
version. Sometime when we’re all 
at home,with the Lord we'll have 


plenty of time to tell you of all the| 


victories won through the preach- 
ing of the Word. Keep on praying 
for souls, beloved friends in radio- 
land. 


Now let’s go right into chapter 
one Of Romans beginning at the 
5th verse, In the first four verses 


we have been learning much about 
Paul and the gospel, and as we go 
on through the sixteen chapters of 
Romans we will find a great deal 
more about the gospel, God’s good 
news for dying men and women. 
We saw last Sunday that this good 
news is concerning His beloved 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. We al- 
so learned that Christ was born of 
David’s.seed according to the flesh 


REV. CHARLES E. FULLER 


and was declared to be the Son of 
God with power, according to the 
spirit of holiness, by the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. 


Grace Through Christ 


Now in verse 5 we learn as fol- 


lows: “By whom we have received 
grace and apostleship, for obedi- 
ence to the faith among all nations 
for his name.” My, what great 
truth is brought out if those two 
words grace and apostleship! Just 
a moment:on this word grace, di- 
(Continued on page three) 


“PRAYER” BOOK REVIEWED 


The book, PRAYER — Asking 
and Receiwing by Editor John R. 
Rice, is being favorably reviewed 
in many Christian magazines and 
commended in kindly letters to the 
Editor, by Christian leaders. We 
give some of these reviews- and 
comments here: 


Dr. H. A. Ironside in “Moody 
Church News" 


“The fact that Dr. Rice dedicat- 
ed this work to the present review- 
er may have a tendency to prej- 
udice us in its favor, But we do not 
hesitate to say that some expres- 
sions are not according to our own 
views, but the book, on the whole, 
isvone of the most interesting, re- 
freshing, and conclusive works on 


#% | Prayer we have ever consulted. 


The many personal testimonies of 
answered prayer add greatly to 
its value.” 


Dr. W. B. Riley in “The Pilot" 


“This voluminous volume ad- 
dressed to the above subject is a 
book that has many merits. First 
of all, it deals with the subject es- 
sential to spiritual life and prog- 
ress. In the next place, it makes an 
effective appeal in behalf of true 
faith; and finally it emphasizes the 
possibility of the present-day mir- 
acle, a logical inference if we have 
a God Who is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever. The large edi- 


tion from the Sword press of: 


Wheaton indicates the author’s ex- 
pectation concerning its sale.” 


Dr. Homer Hammontrec in- 


“Our Hope” 
“The author, a well known evan- 
of the weekly 


prayer in the daily life of the 
Christian. The book is practical 


and helpful. Many promises from 


God’s Word are quoted, and one’s 
heart is blessed and his faith 
strengthened as he reads the nu- 
merous personal experiences the 
author has had. 


“The two chapters on “Hindranc- 
es to Prayer” are convincing and 
convicting. The book closes with a 
chapter on “The Sin of Prayerless- 


ness.” This drives home anew the™ 


fact that “men ought always to 
pray and not to faint.’’ Much bless- 

ing is in store for those who eo 
the book?’ - 


The "“Watchman-Examiner" Says: 


“The author discusses the sub- 
ject of prayer in six parts. He deals 
with the nature of prayer, what to 
pray for, how to pray, assistance in... 
prayer, limitless possibilities of 
prayer, and sin and prayer. 
treats the subject ype ton 
intelligently, and with practical 
values. The book is large for the 


price, having 328 pages, all of 


which are filled with valuable Bib- 
lical interpretations an qd suitable 
exhortations.” - 


Evangelist John Linton Sev 


“John Rice’s book, PRAYER 


— Asking and Receiving, is the 

best thing on prayer I have read 

for years. The chapters on “Defi- 

nite Praying,” and “Have a in 

God” are classics, and deal a 

blow agnm ig bso | in geral 
y hindrance to 
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. % (Continued from page one) 


‘@ clean living, a vow to live a life 
' without reproach, without defile- 
+ ment! 
* There are several remarkable 
)’ features of Daniel’s good resolu- 
» tion to which I ‘call your attention. 
i 1. Daniel really meant business 
) with God! He was willing to risk 
} all his future in the palace of Neb- 
' uchadnezzar on this good resolu- 
| tion not to defile himself. A little 
q later he continued his thrice daily 
prayer before a window opened to- 
og ward Jerusalem although he knew 
" it meant going to the lion’s den, 
_ just as his three companions defied 
a King Nebuchadnezzar and would 
' not bow down to his great image 
in the plain of Dura, though they 
_ knew it meant the fiery furnace for 
pe Daniel was willing to die for 
’ his purpose of heart. Oh, if out of 
the present terrible war we learn 
re - that there are some principles 
| 3 worth dying for, some convictions 
» that good men must keep though it 
3 means the loss of everything else 
’ in the world but honor, the terribie 
- bloodshed will not have been in 
_ vain! Daniel really meant business 
_ when he made a vow. 


» Young people tell me that they 
» cannot quit cigarettes; they com- 
ee - plain that they will be friendless 
- if they do not go with 
| their crowd in drinking, dancing, 
'- petting. They do not want to ap- 
|. Pear “queer.” They simply do not 
) mean business with God as Daniel 
- did. Some Christians long to be 
soul winners but tremble at the 
a - thought of giving up the licentious 
4 Shows and movies. Oh, reader, in 
_ this New Year, 1943, do you really 
Mean business with God 3 ? Will you 
SS - gay you will come out and not de- 
file your Christian life and testi- 
seadlay Are you willing to suffer 
a if need be, to be ostracized by 
a - some, to be undefiled and pure in 
- life, so God can use you? 

a 2. Daniel was humble about his 
: purity. Notice that the vow was 
made in his heart. He was willing 
to die for his convictions, but he 
- did not defy the prince of the eu- 
P 4 nuchs. Rather, the same verse that 
tells of his holy vows says, “‘There- 
- fore he requested of the prince of 
the eunuchs that he might not de- 
4 ~ file himself.” Notice that word “re- 
ee quested.” Daniel did not defy, he 
3 2 did not denounce, he did not boast, 
he simply requested the eunuch 
_ that he might eat pulse instead of 
the meat from: the king’s table. 
- Later there would come times when 
- he must defy authority but never 
until it was absolutely necessary. 
- Daniel was not a Pharisee. He was 
DP erware most respectful to the au- 
_ thority of those over him. He was 
2 - always in deep concern about oth- 
4 ers around him. Good peeple who 
- have a ‘holier than thou’ attitude 
3 lose more in their wicked pride 
| than they gain in their separation 
- from the world in other matters. 
_ Many, many Christians cannot win 
their unsaved loved ones because 
of this sin. 


i, 3. In Daniel’s purity he won all 
7. that one would expect him to lose. 
_ Daniel was willing to die for his 
4 Sroecictions but God ‘so blessed him 
» that he received the highest honors 
"possible from Nebuchadnezzar, 
ol from Belshazzar, from Darius and 
Cyrus. In the long run it pays to 
be pure. The girl who will not be 
} defiled by petting and the embrace 
}.=6©of the dance-hall and the lewdness 
_. that is everywhere expected will 
> make a better marriage, and will 
| have greater love and respect from 
+ her husband, than the girl who 
* ‘shamelessly allows every advance, 
Sa she will be popular with 
- poe boys. The young man in the 
army who. has a quick conscience 
about right and wrong, who will 
- not drink nor gamble, who does his 
i 4 work with a holy zeal for God, 


4 a may be laughed at ‘by his compan- 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ee _Entered as second-class matter, 
og “Dee. 26, 1941, at the post office 
S. at Denton, Texas, under the Act 
_ of March 3, 1897 


ood: Resolutions by Bible Characters 


‘| Bible “clearly teaches that Chris- 


ions but he will likely be promoted 
sooner because he can be trusted. 
I remember when, in 1918, in Camp 
MacArthur, Texas, $50, 000 worth 
of dental supplies were signed over 
to my care and I carried the keys 
to the storeroom with instructions 
from the major that not even an 
officer was to be allowed to take 
any supplies without my O.K. At 
the time I was a first class private. 
But I was a Christian. Though I 
was accounted a little queer, he 
knew I would not drink the alco- 
hol and I would not steal the gold 
for dental fillings and I would not 
sell the supplies that belonged to 
the government! In the long run 
purity pays. 

How many Christians there are 
who ought to pray the prayer of 
David, ‘Create in me a clean heart, 
O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me” (Psalm 51:10). How 
we ought to observe that holy com- 
mandment given to the young 
preacher, Timothy, “Keep thyself 
pure” (I Timothy 5:22). 

It is a new year, so why not to- 
day purpose in your heart that 
you will not defile yourself with to- 
bacco, nor with the other things 
that grieve the heart of God and 
hurt a Christian’s influence and 
stain his character? 


ll. Jacob's Vow ta Tithe 


Jacob and Esau were twins, but 
Esau was born first and so ordi- 
narily would have been the fa- 
vored child with the birthright of 
leadership in the tribe. But Jacob 
deceived his father, Isaac, and stole 
the blessing that Esau thought 
should have been his. Then Jacob 
fled from his brother’s wrath. As 
the weary boy slept on the ground | 
at Bethel, with a stone for his pil- 
low, God gave him a vision of a 
ladder reaching up to Heaven with 
angels ascending and descending. 
It was a gracious time for the 
young man, his first close personal 
contact with God, we suppose. Gen- 
esis 28:16-22 tells the rest of the 
story: 3 

“And Jacob awaked out of his 
sleep, and he said, Surely the 
Lord is in this place; and I knew 
it not. And he was afraid, and 
said, How dreadful is this place! 
this is none other but the house 
of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven. And Jacob rose up early 
in the morning, and took the 
stone that he had put for his pil- 
low, and set it up for a pillar, 
and poured oil upon the top 
of it. And he called the name 
of that place Beth-el: but the 
name of that city was called Luz 
at the first. And Jacob vowed a 
vow, saying, If God will be with 
me, and wili keep me,in this 
way that I go, and will give me 
bread to eat, and raiment to put 
on, So that I come again to my 
father’s house in peace; then 
shall the Lord be my God: And 
this stone, which I have set for a 
pillar, shall be God’s house: and 
of all that thou shalt give me I 
will surely give the tenth unto 
thee.” 


Here was a holy vow that Jacob 
seems to have kept all of his days. 
The Lord God was his God and he 
never worshiped an idol, though 
his companions did. Bethel was to 
him the house of God and there 


he returned for blessings of his God 


more than once. And always, as 
long as he lived, we have reason 
to believe that he gave God the. 
tithe, one-tenth of his income or 
more. 
I think that here Jacob came to 
a personal knowledge of God, and a 
pekactiat salvation through his de- 
pendence on God for mercy and 
forgiveness. And some reader this 
day ought to say, “Then shall the 
Lord be my God.” Others today 
ought to select, under God’s lead- 
ing, some place where you a 
worship. regularly and say, 
shall be God’s house to. me.” The 


tians ought to assemble themselves 
together for worship. Christians 
ought not*to stay where the Word 
is not. preached, where Christ is 
not honored, where it is not really 
the house of God. But Christians 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Jacob made, “And of all that thou 
shalt give me I will surely give 
the tenth unto thee.” 

Remember that this is not a 
part of the Mosaic law. Moses had 
never been born, and would not be 
born for hundreds of years. There 
had been no Mount Sinai experi- 
ence, no tables of stone, no cere- 
monial law, no tabernacle, no 
priesthood. Tithing had been prac- 
ticed by Abraham long before. He 
gave tithes unto Melchizedek wh» 
was “the priest of the most high 
God” (Gen. 14:18-20). And in Ro- 
mans 4 Abraham is clearly held to 
be an example for all New Testa- 
ment Christians. 


Many New Testament Scriptures 
teach that no one should give less 


ij than a tithe. I Corinthians 16:2 


says, “Upon the first day of the 
week let every one of you lay by 
him in store, as God hath prospered 
him, that there be no. gatherings 
dese I come.” Each Christian is 
give “as God hath prospered 
him that is, in direct proportion 
to his income. What proportion? 
One twentieth? One half? Well, 
certainly not less than one tenth. 
Why should God ask more of a 
Jew under law than He asks of a 
Christian under grace? Why 
should a Jew love God more than a 
New Testament Christian? Why 
should a Jew be able to trust God 
about daily supplies better than a 
New Testament Christian? And 
II Corinthians 9:6 tells us that “He 
which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly; and he which sow- 
eth bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully.” Here we find that the 
Old .Testament teaching is repeat- 
ed in the New Testament, that 
Christians are prospered, even ma- 
terially, in proportion to their giv- 
ing. 

In Malachi 3:10 the promise is, 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it.” In 
that same passage we are plainly 
told that all who do not bring both 
tithes and free-will offerings be- 
sides to the Lord rob God and are 
dishonest. But one who does bring 
in tithes is not under a curse, but 
will prove that God provides for 
His. own. 


Remember again that Jesus said 
in the New Testament, in Luke 6: 
38: “Give, and it shall be given un- 
to you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into 
your bosom. For-with the same 


shall be measured to you again.” 


offerings for God’s service. 
may say you cannot afford to tithe, 


spend, you have more sickness, 


more trouble, more poverty, ‘if you 
do not tithe. No one ever lost out 
by giving to God. You cannot beat 
God at giving and He will open 
the windows of Heaven and pour 
you out a blessing that you cannot 


receive it, if you will prove Him, 


according to”™His word. All you 
have in this world, every penny of 
money, every bite of food, every 
possession, really belongs to God 


and you hold it only as a steward. 


give the tenth unto thee’? 


to your heart! \ 
Ill. David's Vows About Prayer 


measure that ye mete withal it 


No doubt the principal reason for 
Jacob’s prosperity was his faith- 
fulness in keeping his vow to God. 
God still keeps His promises. Thou- 
sands of Christians have found that 
they had more money because they 
faithfully brought the tithes and 
You 


and out of long experience I an- 
swer that you cannot afford not 
to tithe. You have less money to 


Will you not, as an honest stew- 
ard, set out today to give God the 
token payment that He demands? 
Will you not today make the vow 
that: Jacob made, “And of all that 
thou shalt give me.I will surely 


If you will make that vow and 
keep it, with an honest heart, I 
promise you that 1943 will be a 
more prosperous year for you than 
it would otherwise be. And how 
near God will prove Himself to be 
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“Then will I teach transgressors 
thy ways; and sinners shall be 
converted unto thee’ he promised. 
Again he made this resolve: ‘What 
‘time I am afraid, I will trust in 
thee” (Psalm 56:3). David made a 
‘resolution to sing much and re- 
joice in the Lord. He said, “But 
I will sing of thy power; yea, I 
will sing aloud of thy mercy in the 
morning” (Psalm 59:16). He made 
resolutions to continually abide in 
God’s tabernacle forever (Psalm 
61:4), to sing praise unto His name 
forever (Psalm 61:8). 

I think that David's principal 
vows might be summed up under 
two principal good resolutions, con- 
cerning the word of God and 
prayer. 

1. David made many vows about 
the Word of God. For example the 
119th Psalm of 176 verses is alto- 
gether taken up with discussion of 
the Word of God. Nearly every 
verse speaks of the law, testimo- 
nies, precepts, statutes, command- 
ments, judgments, or word of God. 
And in that great Psalm; the long- 
est chapter of the Bible, we find 
many of David’s resolutions con- 
cerning the Word of God. He. said, 
“I will keep thy statutes” (verse 
8), “I will meditate in thy pre- 
cepts, and have respect unto thy 
ways” (verse 15), “I will delight 
myself in thy statutes; I will not 
forget thy word” (verse 16). He 
Says again, “‘Give me understand- 
ing, and I shall keep thy law; yea, 
I shall observe it with my whole 
heart” (verse 34). In verse 47 he 
says, “And I will delight myself in 
thy commandments, which I have 
loved.”” And that is followed by 
verse 48 saying, “My hands also 
will I lift up unto thy command- 
ments, which I have loved; and I 
will meditate in thy statutes.’ An- 
other great resolution is plainly 
implied in verse 11 which says, 
“Thy word have I hid in my heart, 
that I might not sin against thee.” 
So we find David made great res- 
olutions about the Bible. He prom- 
ised God that he would study the 
Bible, that he would meditate in 
it, that he would delight in it, that 
he would memorize it, that he 
would walk daily by it! 


What a blessed year 1943 would 
be, for you, dear reader, if you 
‘would highly resolve by God’s help 
that this year you will have just 
that relationship to the Bible; that 
you will read it earnestly, that you 
will set out to learn, with the help 
of the Holy Spirit, just what God 
has in mind for yeu to do, and then 
that you will do it as revealed in 
the Word of God. How good it will 
be if you will resolve that you will 
not only read the Bible, but medi- 
tate in it, delight in it, enjoy it, if 
you Will resolve that you will mem- 
orize much of the Bible to make} 
sure that you do not sin against 
God by leaving undone some of the 
things He has commanded, nor 
falling into sins of which the Bible 
would. warn you! 


I received a few days ago a let- 
ter from a fine young preacher who 
said, “I read the Bible through last 
_year and intend to read it through 
again this year. ‘No Bible, no 
breakfast!” He is richly growing 
in grace as he puts the Word of 
God in the very first place in his 
life, the very first bit of time in 
the day, before food, before daily 
tasks. He has set out to know the 
Word of God, to lo@® the Word of 
‘God, to live by the Word of God 
God and to show others the way of 
salvation by the Word of God. 

Will you du the same? 

Surély every Christian should at 
the least. read the Bible through 
every year. If you read four chap- 
ters a day you will read the Bible 
through in about ten months, if 
you read three chapters on week 
days and five chapters on Sundays 


through in less than a year. Many 
Christians find it convenient to 
read three chapters in the Old 
Testament and one in the New Tes- 
tament each day. Surely no earnest 
Christian should claim to love the 


God’s will who does not do that 
much as a very minimum. Dr. Wil- 
bur M. Smith in a recent book calls 
attention to the fact that an aver- 


you will read the Word of God’ 


Word of God and to long to know| to 
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spend on daily newspapers within 
a month. What a shame that the 
Christians know more about comic 
characters,.-movie stars, prize fight- 
ers, politicians and gangsters than 
they know about the heroes of the 
faith in the Word of God! What a 
shame for Christians to be more 
absorbed in the divorces, murders, 
accidents, politics of the day than 
in the ever living Word of God! 
Every Christian ought to memo- 
rize great sections of the Bible. If 
you read them over and over again 
with attention. and loving medita- 
tion you'll find you'll almost mem- 
orize them unconsciously. Surely 
every Christian should be able to 
repeat from memory a number of 
the Psalms, and other favorite 
chapters in the Bible, with innu- 
merable numbers of verses here and 
there. Christians ought to hide the 
Word of God in their heart that 
they might not sin against God. 
Why not make it a_ part of your 
life this year to read four or five 
chapers, at least, every day, and 
memorize some blessed Scriptures 
‘at least each week ? 

2. David made a resolution to 
take everything to God in prayer. 
In Psalm 116:2 David said, “be- 
cause He hath inclined His ear unto 
me, therefore will I call upon Him 
as long as I live.” And through- 
out the Psalms we have accounts 
of David’s prayers, and of his 
praises for answered prayer. Sure- 
ly the Holy Spirit inspired David 
to write down this vow, that we 
might pattern after it. 

Every Christian then, ought to 
have this as a daily practise, that 
he will take every burden, every 
temptation, every need, to God in 


of’“the model prayer given: by our 
Saviour in which we're taught to 
pray for daily bread, daily forgive- 
ness of sin, daily protection from 
the evil one. That is surely, the in- 
tention of the command in Phil. 
4:6, “Be careful for nothing but 
in everything by prayer and sup- 
plication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made~ known unto 
God.” 

. God has answered so many of 
David’s' prayers that~ he said, 
‘“‘Therefore will I call upon him as 
long as I live.’’ 

I suggest that every Christian 
ought to have ah early morning 
watch in which he would read the 
Bible and pray. The earlier part 
of the day is better than any oth- 
er time, and when possible that 
should be the habit and custom of 
the Christian. The Scripture says, 
“They that ,seek me early shall 
find me.” (Prov. 1:28). The Lord 
must be pleased when one sets out 
in the early morning, to learn the 
will of God from His word and to 
earnestly beg God for a blessing, 
'His cleansing and His power for 
the duties and burdens and prob- 
lems of the day. 

Many Christians have an. early 
morning watch in which they read 
the Bible and pray. D, L? Moody, 
as busy a man as you could ever 
find, arose regularly at four o’clock 
in the morning so he could have 
one hour alone with His Bible and 
prayer before anyone else.was 
astir to disturb him. Multiplied 
thousands of other saints have 
found it sweet and blessed to take 
a little time alone with God in the 
morning for the Bible and prayer. 
George Mueller, the saintly man 
of God who had such faith and in 
answer to whose prayers millions 
of dollars were given for the sup- 
port of orphan children, without 
ever taking a public collection or 
without asking a man for a penny, 
found that first he should-read the 
Bible and meditate on it as he read 
and then he would be led out into 
believing prayer for Mags accord- 
ing to the will of God. 


Why not make one of the res- 
olutions of the new year that you 
will keep a regular daily watch 
with God, a time in which you read 
several chapters of the Bible and 
meditate on them, perhaps review 
or memorize a verse or two, and 
then pray, taking all your burdens 
the Lord, confessing all of the 
sins you know that grieve Him, and 
find His happiness and peace and 


power for the day! Will you make 


such a resolution today? 


IV. Paul's Vow to Win Souls by. 
Every Means Fossibie 


“his | 
-{Romans 9:3). Sage eee, 
my heart’s desire and prayer to 
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Good Resolutions by Bible Characters 


(Continued from page two) 


heart was so concerned about dy- 
ing sinners that he reminded the 
elders at Ephesus, “by the space 
of three years I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with 
tears.” (Acts 20:31). We are not 
surprised then to learn that Paul’s 
resolution had to deal principally 
with soul-winning. 

In I Corinthians 9:19-23 we find 
how Paul unburdens his heart and 
tells is of this all-pervading, all- 
controlling, resolve of his life. “For 
though I be free from all men, yet 
have I made myself servant unto 
all, that I might gain the more. 
And unto the Jews I became as a 
Jew, that I might gain the Jews; 


to them that are under the law, as 


under the law, that I might gain 
them that are under the iaw; ‘lo 
them that are without law, as 
without law, (being not without 
law to God but under the law to 
Christ,) that I might gain them 
that are without law. To the weak 
became I as weak, that I might 
gain the weak: I am. made all 
things to all men, that I might by 
all means save some, And this lL 
do for the gospel’s sake, that I 
might be partaker thereof with 
you.” 


“THAT I . MIGHT. BY ALL 
MEANS SAVE SOME!” The above 
verses show that Paul was willing 
to be a servant to all that he might 
win the more. He was willing to 
act like a Jew under ceremonial 
law or to act like an uncircumcised 
Gentile to win those that. were 
without the law. He was willing 
to be as the weakest man in order 


to win weak people. In other words: 


he was made all things to all men, 
in order that he might win the 
more. All these things he did “for 
the gospel’s sake, that I might be 
partaker thereof with you.” Paul 
felt himself a debtor and was will- 
ing to do anything under heaven 
to win souls and share his gospel 
with others, 


The passage continues, telling 
how men who run a race or who 


strive in the wrestling matches of 
the Olympic games would be tem- 
perate in all things, in order to be 
in the best physical condition. And 
so Paul explains why he himself 
was so careful about himself in 
all of his bodily desires. He said, 
“But I keep under my body, and 
bring it into subjection: lest by 
any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a 
castaway.” (I Cor. 9:27). Paul was 
determined that nothing should ev- 
er hinder his preaching, nothing 
should keep him from winning 
souls, nothing should cause God to 
lay him aside as an unfit vessel 
after he had already been_preach- 
ing and saving souls. When you 
read carefully I Corinthians 9:27, 
you can plainly see that Paul was 
not afraid of losing his: soul. No 
no! He knew whom he had believed 
and was fully persuaded that God 
was able to keep him. But he 
thought to himself, “Oh, I must 
not let anything hinder me from 
winning souls. I must be all things 
to all men that I might win some.” 


I ask you, dear friend, if you 
will not make such a resolution 
this new year. Will you win souls 
this year at any cost in the world? 
Will you give up any habits that 
hinder? Will you learn any amount 


of Scripture that is necessary? 


Will -you spend any time necessary 


' alone in payer,;-that you» may have 


the power of God upon you? Will 
‘you make yourself a fool for 


' Christ’s sake if need be to win 


Souls? Oh, precious; precious souls 
for whom Christ died! Millions are 
dying today in the world who nev- 
er knew him. We -are debtors to 
them! Let us then, like Paul, lay 
aside every weight and be all 
things to all men that we might 
by all méans save some. 


I can see that many of-my tal- 
ents are small, but I have prom- 
ised God to use them all for soul- 
winning. I cannot sing well, and 
yet I have promised God to sing 
whenever I can. I preach in re- 


_. Vivals, and then I edit the Sword 
of the Lord, and I write books, 


y ~~ - 
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JOHN L. BRAY 
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| tract entitled, “Did You Know?” For | 
__ | distribution to the unsaved. — et 


and I answer multiplied thousands 
of Christians by mail in the course 
of a year’s time. I’m determined, 
with God’s help, I will do all things 
I can to win souls. I’m trying to 
stir other preachers to preach on 
soul-winning, and to arouse the 
people for revival. I am trying to 
boost other evangelists that more 
men will be spending full time in 
this soul-winning business. I try to 
get young people who feel God’s 
to surrender for mission work. 
I urge those who can to attend Bi- 
ble Institutes and to prepare them- 
selves for special service. I am 
determined that I will do all things 
I can to win souls. 
In other words we need to be 
all out for soul-winning. You will 
never win many souls unless you 


mean business, unless it becomes |. 


the very first passion of your heart 
and life, and everything else has 
to be secondary to it in. your 
thought, in your planning, in yer ur 
prayers. Whatever your natural 
talents or your spiritual gifts they 
were intended to be used in saving 
souls. 

Paul was a great soul-winner and 
not because of eloquence, for we 
learn that he: had none, and not 
because of personality, because his 
bodily presence was weak and his 
speech was contemptible, we are 
told. But Paul won souls because 
he threw everything he had into 
the scales, and all things at his 
command he was willing to use to 
win souls. Will: you make that kind 
of a vow to God throughout this 
year and all the future years? 


V. The Prodigal Son Resolved to 
Arise from the Hog-Pen of Sin 
and Go Back in Penitence and 
Confession and Faith to His 
Father for Forgiveness! 


I have mentioned the fine re- 
solves of Daniel, of Jacob, of Da- 
vid and of Paul, Now the famous 
character of the New Testament 
whose holy resolve we mention was 
the prodigal-son. To be sure he is 
only a character in a parable; in 
one sense. But in another sense he 
represents every man and woman 
who ever lost his’ joy and drifted 
away from God. More than that, 
he represents even every lost sin- 
ner who finds himself an alien, in 
‘a far country from God, fallen and 
sinful and lost! All of us have 
played the prodigal. All of us have 
taken our substance away from 
God, and determined to have our 
own way, have gone on in sin until 
the famine has struck, and until 
friends have forsaken, and perhaps 
until we almost perish with hunger. 

Jesus knew all about our poor 
sinful hearts and so He told the 
story of every man and woman 
that ever lived when He told of 
the youngest son that gathered all 
together and went into a far coun- 
try, “and there wasted his sub- 
stance with riotous living.” Jesus 
thought of us when He told how 
the prodigal son found a mighty, 
famine in the land and finally joined 
himself to a citizen of the country 
and was sent into the fields to feed 
swine and would fain have filled 
his belly with the husks that the 
swine did eat. 

But thank God the prodigal son 
came to himself and when he came 
to himself he saw that he had 
played the fool. He saw that it was 
better to be back home, even as a 
servant, obeying orders if need be, 
than to be in a far country alone, 
without the father’s blessing and 
the father’s provision. And so. he 
made this holy resolution: “I will 
arise and go to my father, and will 
say unto him, father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son; make me as one of 
thy hired servants.” That was his 
holy resolve. .And.as he had 
solved to do, so he did! The n 


verse says, “And he arose and 
came to his father.” (See Luke 
15 311-22). 


If ‘someone reads this who is 
away from God, who does not know 


sins are forgiven, then I beg you 
dear friend that you will not stop 
with the er resolutions, It will 
not be enough for you to quit some 
of your deeds, to leave off certain 
com It will not-be enough 


that you are saved and that your] 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


to resolve in your heart like the 
prodigal son, “I will arise and go 
to my father.” 

No one is ready to do things for 
God until he has first come to God 
through Christ Jesus. Today con- 


poor prodigal! Admit -that your 
own ways have led you to heart- 
break and ruin and that you de- 
serve only the torments of a lost 
soul! And then simply come to the 
Father. He loves you. Jesus meant 
for us to understand the Lord Goa 
would come to meet us as quickly 
as that father ran to meet his own 
Son and quickly embraced him and 
kissed him. Jesus meant for us to 
know that there is nothing be- 
tween us and God but our own 
Ssinfulness and when we turn our 
hearts from that, forgiveness and 
peace is ours at once. 

Perhaps someone reads this who 
is a backslider. You once knew the 
joy of salvation but you've lost 
your testimony, lost your joy, have 


fallen into sin. Perhaps you do not 
even now believe that you are God’s 


child. Perhaps you’ve never known 
it. Perhaps you do not even dare 
to call God your Father and Chris- 
tians your brothers and sisters. 
Well, the first thing of all for you 
is to confess your backsliding and 
return to the Lord. He loves you 
still. You are. still dear to His 
heart. The precious promise of the 
Lord is, “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us 
our “sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9). 
So you have a right to come for 
forgiveness, for cleansing, if you 
are a backslidden child of God. 
The Lord welcomes alike every 
poor, lost sinner who needs salva- 
tion, and every poor backslidden, 
disobedient child of His own who 
needs cleansing and peace and pow- 


SF’. 


So if you are in a far country, 
away from the Father’s house, if 
you are in the hog-pen of sin and 
in the land of famine, and if you 
will, this early part of the new 
year come to yourself like the 
prodigal son, you may come quick- 
ly home to the Father and find 
there the kiss of forgiveness, the 
ring of Sonship, the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness, the shoes of the 
preparation of the gospel of peace, 
and the fatted calf of rejoicing! 

I make this holy resolve for my- 
self anew, “I will arise and go to 
my Father!” I will do it today. Ev- 
ery time I need to do it I will do 
it again! I will not need salvation 
anew for I am already saved. I 
already have everlasting life. I am 
already God’s child, But I have a 
right to come to my Father every 
time I find that I have strayed, 
and this year, God helping me, I 
will do it anew every time I need 
to! 

Reader, make your holy vows to 
God. And if one reads this who will 
today trust Christ as your own 
Saviour, or a baskslider who will 
today come back to take up his 
cross and live again for the Lord, 
trusting Him for forgiveness and 
cleansing, won’t you write and let 
us know it? 

I will give you a form here to 
help you in your decision. 


My New Year's Resolutions 

Please check earnestly the res- 
olutions that you have made for the 
new year, and then sign your name 
to them. Then we will be glad if 
you want to write and tell us of 
your decision. 

1, I. purpose in my heart, like 
Daniel, that in 1943 I will not defile 
myself by what I eat, drink or 
smoke, by my amusements, or my 
daily companionship. By God’s 
grace I shall try to live. pure and 
clean, both in body and mind for 


‘Jesus this year ............. 


2. Like Jacob, I promise God 
that “of all that thou shalt give 
me I will surely give the tenth un- 
LO thee’ 2.2.24... 

3. By God’s help, I will try to 
read the Bible through entirely in 
SI Gis cieniene ‘ 

4. g the Lord to help me, 
I will endeavor to set apart a time 


God’s Word and meditation and 


prayer. And there I plan to take all 


my burdens to the Lord daily, con- 


‘fess my sins, and wait on God for 


- 
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His blessing and power 


to be a soul winner this year at 
whatever cost. I will endeavor to 
the Word, pray, so 


the prodigal “I will arise 
che * te 
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early in the day for reading of| 


$1,157.64 for Printing 
Salvation Booklets 
in 1942 


In the past year we printed and 
distributed more than a third of a 
million copies of the booklet, What 
Must I Do to Be Saved? Some of 
these were purchased at a penny 
a copy, approximate cost of print- 
ing, packing and mailing. Many 
thousands of copies. were given 
away free to soldiers, sailors, ma- 
rines and wherever they were re- 
‘quested, During the year we re- 
ceived in gifts to apply on printing 
this booklet, principally for free 
distribution among service men, 
$1,157.64. Praise the Lord for these 
helpers! But regardless of whether 
gifts enough came in to cover 
printing cost, we have sent these 
booklets out free in any quantity, 
to those who would say that they 
were given where they would be 
read. And by God’s grace we will 
continue the same policy through 
1943 and we hope to give. many 
times more copies away. 


We praise the Lord we can re- 
port that 170 people have signed 
the decision slip in this little book- 
let in 1943 and sent it to us, or 
otherwise written us plainly that 
they have trusted Christ as a re- 
sult of reading this gospel mes- 
sage. Praise the Lord! This is en- 
-tirely separate from those saved 
through the sermons in The Sword 
of the Lord and from other book- 
lets and pamphlets which we dis- 
tribute. We are confident that hun- 
dreds of other souls have turned to 
Christ in penitent faith and have 
trusted Him as Saviour as a result 
of these messages, though they 
have not, in each case, written to 
tell us so. Only when we get to 
Heaven will the full results of this 
ministry be known, as is always 
true with the printed gospel and 
with radio messages. 


The gifts for printing this What 
Must I Do to Be Saved? booklet 
in December were as follows. We 
have reported for all‘ the first elev- 
en months in this year. 


Miss Jessie Harwood, IIL....... $ 1.00 
A friend 00 
Mrs. W: W. Erdman, Pa. .... 
Mr. E. A. Hutchins, Calif, .... 
Mrs. J. E. Andrews, Iowa.... .60 
Mrs. D. A. Graves, Tenn......: 
A. friend, Calif. 
Mr. Ernest Chapman, Ill. ...... .20 


Mrs. C. 1. Maddox, Neb. ........ 1.00 
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Jantz, Kan. 7.00 
| Mr. Otto Seymour, Mich. ...... 1.00 
Mrs. W. O. Burnett, Ill. ........ 15 
‘Mrs. J. A. Casper, Wis 1.00 
Mr. Gordon Carlson, Minn. .. 1.00 
Mrs. Roy Tibbetts, Colo. ...... 5.00 
Mrs. Della Gruthoff, Ill. ........ 3.75 
Mrs. John Beardon, Ind 1.00 
Mrs. C. C. Kelly, Calif........... 1.00 


Mr. A. W. Hansen, Iowa ........ 50 
Mrs*"R."B. Miller, Tex. .......... 
Miss Mary Anderson, Neb. .... 
Mrs. R. M. Holt, Iowa ............ 
Miss Esther Haddock, Iowa....._.25 
Mrs. Robert Burns, Neb. ...... 


TOTAL 


"we 


and go to my father.” That is, I 
will trust in Christ to forgive me 
and turn my heart to Him, accept- 
ing Him today as my own personal 
eS: eae 


7. I have been saved but have 
fallen into sin, have grown cold, 


and have lost my joy as a Chris- 


tian. Here and now I confess my 
backsliding to God, and trust Him 
to forgive me and cleanse me as 
He promised to do in I John 1:9. 
I will take up my work as a Chris- 
tian and try to live in 1943 as an 
obedient child of God ............. 


Signed 


Address 


Many of us can check several of 
these resolutions and make them 
our own. Please deal honestly with 
yourself and God. We would be 


| very happy to hear from you. If you 


want to you may cut out this de- 
cision slip and mail it to us. But 
perhaps you had better keep this 


that | slip in your Bible and write us to 


tell us what you have decided. 
Address, Evangelist John R. 


Rice, 145 N. Hale Street, Wheaton, 


Ilinois. 


“The Will of God” 


(Continued from page one) 


vine unmerited favor. I wish I had 
the power to give you some great 
thought on that word grace. but 1 
am going to let Paul himself tell 
about this wonderful grace in 
words which far better express 
what grace is than anyone else 
could do. First Corinthians 15:9, 
10: “For I am the least of the 
apostles, that am not meet to be 
calied an apostle, because 1 perse- 
cuted the church of God, but by 
the grace of God 1 am what 1 am: 
and his grace which was bestowed 
upon me was not in vain; but l 
labored more abundantly than they 
all: yet not I, but the grace of God 
which was with me,” First Timo- 
thy 1:16: “Howbeit for this cause 
I obtained mercy, that in me first 
Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
longsutftering, for a pattern to them 
which should hereatter believe on 
him to life everlasting.’ Paul, a 
murderer, yet being saved, knew 
something ofthat marvelous grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, the un- 
merited favor. Now millions are: 
Strangers to this grace that is in 
Christ Jesus, and my prayer is 


that you may find some of the won- | 


ders of that grace or unmerited fa- 
vor. 

Back in the Old Testament in 
the 6th chapter of Genesis, we are 
told that Noah found grace in tne 
eyes of the Lord. And over against 
that statement we find it was in 
the midst of a time of great wick- 
edness and iniquity. God’s heart 
was broken because of the wicked- 
ness of men. Their hearts were 
evil continually and their thoughts 
evil continually and God said He 
was’ going to destroy the human 

(Continued on page four) 


E.ditor on Radio 
WAIT, Chicago, 
Jan. 17 - 24 


When this paper is printed the 
editor will be at Lincoln, Nebraska, 
spending another week on Back- 
to the Bible Broadcast with Rev. 
Theodore H. Epp. According. to 
present plans he will return to 
Chicago for Sunday, January 17th. 
He will preach at 11:00 Sir, 
p.m., and 7:30 p.m. at the Chicago 


Gospel Tabernacle, Barry Street at 


North Clark for two Sundays, Jan- 
uary 17th and 24th. He will speak 
on the Sunday broadcasts at 12:30 
to 1:00 p.m. on radio WAIT, 820 
kilocycles,-and at 9:45 a.m. on 
week days for one week and pos- 
sibly two weeks following January-~ 
17th. This broadcast is called The 
Heaven and Home Hour and is con- 
ducted by Rev. Clarence Erickson, 
the pastor-evangelist who succeed- 
ed Rev. Paul Rader, the founder of 
the tabernacle, 

All the friends in the Chicago 
area are invited to tune in. 

——-— Q——_- - 


Saved, Grateful for 
Book That Won Him 


From Manchester, : Tennessee, 


Bonnie Harris wrote in October or- | 


dering some other booklets. He had 
been saved through our literature. 
He says, 

‘Thanks very much for the great 
rejoicing moments you have helped 
me to spend while if I hadn’t got 
one of your copies I would have 
still been in outer darkness.” 

(Signed) Bonnie Harris. 


FREE 
For free copies of the tract, “The Great- 


est Day of My Life,” write direct to 
the author, 


OKKO B. PETERS, KESLEY, IOWA 


(Inclose a 3¢ stamp, please) 


500 TRACTS A YEAR FREE 


For Christian Workers 


Any Christian applying to The 
Scripture Witness League for mem- 
bership and will promise to prayer- 
fully distribute no less than 500 
tracts a year will receive free 500 
assorted tracts postpaid free. The 
amembership dues in the league is 
$1.00 a year. Send for free samples 
today * 


The Scripture Witness League 


2011 Wellington Ave. Chicago, Il. B 
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“The Will of God” 


_ (Continued from page three) 


" race. But Noah found grace in the 
_@yes of the Lord. One man was 
a D deatching for the way of approach 
e to a holy God and Noah found that 
_ grace. And then right after that 
_verse we find God speaking to No- 
-ah and giving him instructions. 
1 Let me tell you something, God 
| can’t instruct. you, God can’t lead 
_ you and God can’t guide you, friend 
z: mine, until first of all you know 
_ the grace that’s in Christ Jesus. 
' Come as a poor, lost, Hell-bound 
ne accept Christ as your per- 
- Sonal Saviour, come into the house- 
hold of faith through Jesus Christ, 
- find that grace; and then God will 
B ct you and lead you and 

guide you. “For ye know the grace 
. = our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
_ though he was rich, yet for your 
© Bakes he became poor, that ye 
| through his poverty might be rich.” 


Paul's Apostleship 


. _ So much for grace; now the 

- thought of apostleship. Paul’s apos- 
oom was marked out by two 
_ things; first of all, that he had seen 


9:1: “Am I not an apostle? am I 
not free? have I not seen Jesus 


— 


"Prayer Book 


(Continued from page one) 


our land. After reading this book 
PA. had to get down on my knees. 
Ee ' That is the best test of a book or 
_ sermon.” 


Dr. P. B. Fitzwater of Moody Bible 
a Institute Says: 


© “This is to acknowledge receipt 

Of your .book on prayer. I thank 
you sincerely for permitting me to 
- read it. I assure you that the read- 
“ie has been of blessing to me. It 
is a pleasure to recommend it to 
_ ‘believers. Certainly prayer. is a 
_ ministry which is sorely needed 
| today. Your book ought to make a 
' very vital contribution to this 
4 pressing néed.” 


Dr. F. D. Whitesell, Professor of 
Evangelism, etc., Northern Baptist 
Seminary, Chicago, Says: 


“Il have read many books on 
prayer, and this is one of the very 
| best I have ever read. It makes one 
| search his own heart, and wish to 
| pray more. This book is Scriptural, 


' Sane and stimulaing. It is not a 
q _orepabgpine about prayer, but is a 


3 es 3 
aah 


(Vs 


E tions proving the truth of the Bi- 
~ die ....L commend this book tn- 
© reservedly to all Christians.”’ 


Dr. W. W. Melton, General Secre- 


| Says: 
“Sin discussing the. 


him I regarded it as.one ofthe 
est. books..on..prayer I had seen. 
Z is” scriptural, it is sane in its 
a "application, it‘is reverent in its ap- 
' proach to and interpretation. of 
a ‘scripture, and it was as nearly 

_ comprehensive as any book I have 
= seen.” 


* Rev. Theodore W. Engstrom, Book 
Editor, Zondervan Publishing 
House, Managing Editor,, ' ‘The 
Christian Digest," Says: 


_ “This, to my mind, is the best 
book on prayer I have ever read. 
EX am sure that the Lord is going 
_ to bless the reading of this book to 
_ thousands of hearts and it will be 
4 the means of teaching many the 
mportance, place, and power of 
_ prayer. You have in this book giv- 
-@n a valuable contribution to cur- 
ae rent spiritual publications.” 


“This large book, 328 large pages, 
21 chapters, bound in royal blue 
F cloth, price only $1.25. 4 copies for 
, $5. 00. Published by 

_ SWORD OF THE LORD 

PUBLISHERS 
M5 N. Hale St., Wheaton, Illinois 


a Jesus our Lord. First Corinthians | 


_ tary,..Texas Baptist Convention, of the’: 


: p woConnelt: a few days Tee ts told |: 


Christ our Lord? are not ye my 
work in the Lord?” And the sec- 
ond thing, his apostleship was 
marked out by the signs of an 
apostle in authority. Second Cor- 
inthians 12:12: “Truly the signs 
of an apostle were wrought among 
you in all patience, in signs, and 
wonders, and mighty deeds.” Now, 
why am I giving you this? The day 
of apostieship is past. For anyone 
to call himself an apostle today is 
unscriptural, For one to be an 
apostle he had to be an eyewitness 
of the resurrection of the-Lord Je- 
sus Christ. Do you see how the 
reading and the study of God’s 
Word makes you wiser than your 
teachers? May the Word of God 
dwell in you richly! 

And now from verse 8 down to 
about the 10th verse, that will be 
about all we can handle on the 
broadcast at this time. 


“First, I thank my God through 
Jesus Christ for you all, that your 
faith is ‘Spoken of throughout the 
whole world. For God: is my wit- 
ness, whom I serve with my spirit 
in the gospel of his Son, that. with- 
out ceasing I make mention of you 
always in my prayers; making 
request, if by any means now at 
length I might have a prosperous 
journey in the will of God to come 
unto you.” 


Paul, A Thankful Christian 


Now notice, Paul first of all, we 
learn here, was a man overflowing 
with thanksgiving. And may I say 
that one of the marks, the out- 
standing marks of, an obedient 
born-again child of God is this, he 
is thankful. “Rejoice in the Lord,” 
Paul said, “alway, and again I say, 
Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known unto all men. The Lord is at 
hand. In nothing be anxious; but 
in everything by prayer and suppli- 
cation with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. 
And the peace of God, which pass- 
eth all understanding, shall gar- 
rison’”’ — throw a fortress, around 
—*“‘your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.”’ (Phil. 4:6, 7). You take 
Paul’s epistles and find there in 
Corinthians and Philippians and 
Colossians and Thessalonians and 
Timothy how he was a’man full 
of thanksgiving. And one of the 
marks of the unsaved, we find right 
here in the first chapter of Ro- 
maris, is this, because ‘“‘when they 
knew God they glorifed him not as 
God, neither were thankful,’’ And 
the men of the world, the unregen- 
erates, are not thankful. May I re- 
peat it: Oneof the outstanding 
marks of an’ obedient. born-again 
child of God is thankfulness, being 
full of thanksgiving. 


Paul, A.:Man of Much Prayer 

. Versé 10 of Romans 1, Paul was 
a man of much prayer. In fact one 
irst, things recorded about 
ght after his conversion was 


praying, P-R-A-Y-I-N-G, _for the 
church.»And-the true child of God 
loves to: pray. ¢ 

Let-me help you. I want to be 
practica] in this. Every prayer 
Should be addressed to. the 
Father, “Our Father who art in 
Heaven.” And that prayer should 
be pleaded in the name of Christ 
and uttered in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Praying in the Spirit 
to the Father in the name of Christ 
we can ask whatsoever we. will 
and it shall be done unto us. 


"In the Will of God" 


Now I want you to notice what 
Paul prayed for there in verse 10, 
desiring to be so prospered in the 
course of the will of God as to 
come unto those living in Rome. 
When I struck those words, “the 
will of God,’ somehow my heart 
and mind was arrested and I could 
not go beyond those words. “The 
will of God’’! Let me tell you some- 
thing. I believe that if we would 
take the letters that come in and 
concentrate them down to just two 
or three words, the kernel of truth 
bound up in the letters that we re- 


ee 


th WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT — 
1 | : WAR — PACIFISM — THE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR? 
|| Read Snider’s Book “DOES the BIBLE SANCTION WAR?” 
a 156 pages crammed with Scripture and Logic 
It Is True to God’s Word! 


“Tthiss “Behold pase uprayeth,’*: son | 8 
went out=to prey, P- aa ¥ -aip on Sacrifice imn 

the chureh, but’ ne wound -up by] At’ 

“ ve ee that is’ i something that is 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ceive from those that are members 
of the Body of Christ, it would be 
this: “Brother Fuller, I want to 
know the will of God.” Now that’s 
the true praver that goes up from 
the heart of every child of God, to 
know the will of God. Three times 
in Romans we find that expression, 
“the will of God.” In the 15th chap- 
ter, verse 32, “That I may come 
unto you with joy by the will of 
God, and may be with you re- 
freshed.” - 

But the teaching on the will of 
God is brought out more clearly in 
the 12th chapter of Romans, verses 


to it now in your Bibles or New 
Testaments and I want you to see 
how to find the will of God and to 
know that you are in the will of 
God. For I want to say this to you, 
that if you are in the center of 
God’s will, no matter what happens 
you will prosper in your way! 
What may be seeming defeat and 
the loss of the battle, in God’s sight 
will always be prospering. “Bless- 
ed is the man that walketh not in. 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 
But his delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and in his law doth he medi- 
tate day and night. And he shall 
be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water, that bringeth forth his 
fruit in his season; his leaf also 
shall not wither; and whatsoever 
he doeth shall prosper’ (Psa. 1: 
1-3). The very journey that: Paul 
took on the way from Jerusalem to 
Rome in the eyes of the.world was 
as a prisoner. Little did he realize 
that that journey that he prayed to 
be prospered in would turn out to 
be a perilous journey as a prison- 
er of the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
if he’s in the center of God's will he 
will always be prospered. 


How to Know the Will of God 
— Dying 

Now, how can I know that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of 
God? And I want to say to you 
that I am speaking out of expe- 
rience. It’s wonderfully sweet to be 
in the center of God’s will. It costs 
much and it is going to cost you 
something by listening to this 
broadcast if you want to know 
God’s will. But the cost in the light 
of eternity is nothing compared to 
the joys and blessings that you will 
receive, Oh, to know that good and 
acceptable and: ‘perfect will of God! 
I’li tell you how it comes. It comes 
through the gateway of death! Dy- 
ing to self, dying to all self-ambi- 
tions and plans. Let me explain. 
Romans. 12:1 — and this is the 
message that the church of Jesus 


1 Christ needs in these days, in these 


hours of so much looseness and 


indifference .—. ““‘I beseech you 
therefore, brethren” — speaking to 
the . church — “by the mercies of 


God that ye present your bodies a 


dead, but notice the wording; a 
living sacrifice! Paul spoke of it 


die daily,” and “I count all things 
loss to gain the excellency of the 


‘knowledge of Christ Jesus my, 


Lord.” And I want to tell you 
something, it’ll-cost you something 
to go all the way with God. Paul 
says in I Corinthians 6:19, 20: 
“What? know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost’ which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your 
own? For ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are 
God’s. We are no longer*our own, 
beloved fellow pilgrim of mine, we 
are bought with a price and we 
are to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices. ‘For if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of 
his death we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection.’ ‘For 
ye are dead, and your life is hid 
with Christ in God.” Dead to self, 
but alive unto God. 

I am talking to you from years 
of experience and I know what it 
means to go through the valley of 
the shadow of death, dying to self, 
no longer our own. Oh, it costs 
something, don’t you forget it! But 
the joy that we have had in fel- 
lowship and in the service of the 
Lord is far beyond any riches that 
this world can give! 


Now notice, “For this cause we 


| faint not, but though our outward 
}man perish yet the inward man is 
‘renewed day by day.” And Paul 


that “Our light af- 


, on to say 
2 ow a which, is but for a moment, 
| worketh for us a far more exceed- 


a = 


4 and 2, And I want you to turn 


living’. i . No ea aah forth| 
m ately” PTO: 


while we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things 
which are:seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are 
eternal.” And I thank God for ev- 
ery trial and for every testing. 
Why, He has taken us, and under 
the flailing of tribulation, the chaff 
has been driven out. Thank God, 
the wheat has been retained; And 
we know what it is to walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death! 
Oh, listen, I found out that once 
that I'd presented my body as a 
living sacrifice that I could then 
begin to’prove that good and ac- 
ceptable and perfect will of God. 
And I have found out this, that 
Romans .8:28 is still in force, that 
being in the center of God’s will 
all things, all things, work togeth- 
er for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called accord- 
ing to His purpose. 

How do you know God’s will? 
Present your bodies as a living sac- 
rifice! And that word present is a 
military term. The Captain of your 
salvation is standing up in front 
of you, a company of soldiers of 
the Cross, and He is saying as a 
captain in the army today would 
say, “Present arms!” Instantly that 
company would snap to attention 
and present arms. The Captain of 
our salvation wants you to present 
your body as a living sacrifice. No- 
tice it — “holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable serv- 
ice. And.be not conformed to this 


renewing of your minds, that ye 


May prove”’.—» testout; find out — 


“what..is. that good—’”: that word 
good means something to marvel at 
— I marvel at the will of God as 
I look back over some twenty-five 
years of walking with Him and 
letting Him lead me — I marvel at 
the way He has closed doors and 
.| opened doors. I marvel at the way 
He has taken me through — 
through the fiery furnace experi- 
ence, down almost to death’s door; 
with my family, down to death’s 
door. I know what it means to go 
through! But I want to say, all 
things work together for good to 
them that love God, to those that 
are called according to His pur- 
pose! 

And then it says, ‘‘acceptable,’’— 
“to prove that good, and accept- 
able.” It’s something that can be 
fashioned to fit your personality! 
| Why, He fitted that will of His to 
Paul’s will and used that master 
mind of his, logical, keen, sharp, 
to write those marvelous epistles. 
And He can use your personality 
to be a blessing not only unto the 
Lord but unto dying men and wom- 
en everywhere. 


Not only that but the ‘perfect 
will of God’! Let me tell you some- 
thing. I have never found that will 
of God lacking in ‘one single thing. 
It is perfect. “Perfect are thy ways, 
,Qeiord.”’ There are many things in 
this old .w« sthat are not perfect. 
You'll not find ‘anything perfect in 
this life as far as the world is con- 
cerned, But there is ‘one thing that 
is perfect; and that is the will of 


in another way when he ‘said, “I| qog 


Only Spiritually-Minded ‘Christians 
Know the Perfect Will of God 


This will of God comes to only 
those that are spiritually minded. 
Now let me stop and say that there 
are two classes of believers in the 
church today. They are those that 
are carnal; they'll be saved though 
as by fire, saved by the skin of 
their . teeth; they believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but their earth- 
ly view. is that of the present, like 
Lot’s, who chose the well-watered 
plain; not like Abraham’s who went 


age, but be ye transformed by. the- 


Friday, January 15, 1943 


to the high mountain and there 
communed wth God. There are 


those that are of the earth, earthy; 


they live on the plane of earthly 
things, living for self, saved but 
Saved as though by fire with no 
reward when the judgment seat of 
Christ becomes a reality. Let me 
tell you something. God tells us 
that there is a way to become spir- 
itually minded and that is by yield- 
ing ourselves and dedicating our- 
Selves and giving ourselves, our 
bodies, as’ a living sacrifice. And 
He tells us then that we are pil« 
grims, strangers, sojourners, “am- 
bassadors; that our citizenship is in 
Heaven. “Love not the things of 
this age, neither the things that 
are in this world-system; for if 
any man love this world-system the 
love of the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in this world-system, 
the lust of the fleSh, and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, 


ris not of the Father but is of the 


present world-system. And the 
world-system some day passes 
away, and the lust thereof, but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever.” To those that are spir- 
itually minded, the will of God is 


good and aceptable and perfect. -. 


I’ve found this out, that a clear 
view of the risen, glorified Christ 
spoils you for the things of the. ; 
world, 

Oh, listen, Paul prayed: that’ ite 
might have. a. prosperous, “journey 
and come..in the “will. of God,.and 


he counted all things. loss. ee, mdf 
stripped himself of the. ‘things. 0 


this world, he.didn’t care the Bap 
of his finger what the philosophers 
and educated men at Corinth 
thought of him. He said, “I came 
not in men’s. words of wisdom, but 
I came in demonstration of the 
power of the Holy Spirit. I deter- 
mined to know nothing among you 
Save Christ, and Him crucified.” 
If you. are a member of the Pode 
of Christ; spiritually °r ; you 
won't care a snap what the world 


thinks; but you will study:to show 


yourself approved unto God, a 
workmen that needeth:-notto be” 
ashamed, rightly dividing. the 
Word. Are you in the will of God? 
If you are, you will know that 
good and acceptable and osname 
will. Let’s bow our heads in prayer... 

Our Father, we thank Thee thai” 
there is a place of sweet feltow- 
ship and communion and. of rest 
that is in Christ.Jesus. God, grant: 


that everyone’ may..become so hun-.. ‘- 


gry and so thirsty for that will of. 
God that they will not rest until 
they are in the center of that will. 
For we ask it in Thy name. 

Member of the Body of Christ, 
torn and tossed, perhaps under 
doubt and in unbelief somewhat, 
may you come to that place where 
you can find rest in.Him and know 
that good and acceptable and per- 
fect. will of God. May you hunger 
and thirst for righteousness. Do 
you want to be in the center of 
God’s will? Let me tell you some- 
thing, just get down on your knees 
and say, “Lord, here I am, I pre- 
sent my body as a living sacrifice.” 
I’ll never forget the Sunday after- 
noon many years ago, about 4:30 
in the afternoon when I slipped out | 
of ‘my chair, down on my knees, 
and I said, 
about me, You can take me and 
use me wherever You want to for 
Your glory.” God knows that I am. 
a weak vessel, but He loves to take 
the weak things and the foolish 
things to confound the wise, and 
He’ll take you, friend of mine! Will 
you let Him? Just get down on 
your knees; and look up into the™ 
Father’s face, and say, “Lord, I 
present my body, take me now and- \ 
use me for Thy glory.” 
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..A DREAM OF HEAVEN 
A THRILL YOU HAVE NEVER EXPERIENCED BEFORE! 


@ TWENTY EXCITING CHAPTERS 


~ Almost too sacred to be revealed! Reunion of loved ones with earth-ties un- 
changed, our home life in heaven, meeting those whom ‘we may not expect to 
find, etc. Describes in detail the crystal sea, great cities, celestial gardens, won 
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